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Foreword

This report provides a quantitative
analysis of Visitor Arrivals to Antigua and
Barbuda for the Second Quarter of the year 2017.
Data for this report was provided by the
Immigration Department from the
Embarkation/Disembarkation (E/D) cards and
the Cruise Ships’ manifests. This report was
prepared and published by the Research and
Statistics Department in the Ministry of
Tourism, Economic Development, Investment &
Energy, in collaboration with the Statistics
Division within the Ministry of Finance &
Corporate Governance.

Classification

Visitors are classified as persons who stay
more than 24 hours, but less than one year,
within a country outside of their usual country of
residence. Persons who are in transit and/or
spend less than a day are not classified as
visitors. Total Sea Arrivals are comprised of
tourists arriving by Cruise and Yacht, with
Cruise visitors spending less than a day, and
Yacht visitors a day or more.

Introduction

This overview represents the visitor
arrivals to Antigua & Barbuda for the Fourth
Quarter (QTR4) of the year 2017. Table 1 below
displays a decrease of -5.68 % in Air Arrivals
compared to arrivals by air for the previous year
2016. The table also shows there was an increase
in Sea Arrivals by 64.09% when compared the
total sea arrivals for the last quarter of 2016.
Following the final data analysis, during the last
quarter of 2017, there was an overall increase in
visitor arrivals by 46.85%.

During the 4% Quarter of 2017, Sea Arrivals
accounted for 84% of passenger arrivals while in
2016 accounted for 75% of passenger arrivals.

Table 1: Combined Visitor Arrivals (QTR4) 2016-2017

65,002 61,311 -5.68%
198,065 325,006 64.09%
263,067 386,317 46.85%
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Arrivals by Air

The fourth quarter of 2017 recorded
65,002 visitor arrivals by Air to Antigua &
Barbuda, -5.68% less than the same period for the
previous year of 2016. Figure I below represents
the fourth quarter visitor arrivals by Air for the
period 2013-2017. ‘'The year 2015 shows the
highest percentage growth increase by 9% over
the five-year period. The year that follows shows
a decrease in Air Arrivals by -3% and -6% for the
final quarter of the year 2017.

Figurel: Air Arrivals (QTR4) 2013-2017
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Arrivals by Sea

The number of visitor arrivals by sea for
the fourth quarter of 2017, categorized by vessels
in Table 2 shows an increase in the number of
cruise passengers by 65% from QTR4 2016 to
QTR4 2017. There was a total of 164 calls
compared to 109 for that period of the previous
year, additionally yacht passenger arrivals saw
an increase of 8% from the previous year of 2016
with a total of 872 calls compared to 803 for that
period of the previous year.

When the combined data for sea arrivals was
analyzed over a period of 5 years from 2013-2017
for the fourth quarter of the year, visitor arrivals
by sea experienced a constant growth between
2013-2015 then experienced a slight decline in
2016 by 5%. Despite the decrease in 2016 there
was a surge of arrivals in 2017, thus causing the
overall sea arrivals to increase by 64.09%

Table 2: Sea Arrivals (QTR4) 2016-2017

Calls Passengers Calls Passengers
109 193,929 164 320,534
803 4,136 872 4,472

I TWotal ! 912 198,065 1,036 325,006

Figure 2: Sea Arrivals (QTR4) 2013-2017
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Length of Stay

Most of the visitors who arrived in Antigua &
Barbuda via air stayed on the island for the
period of 4-7 days and is common amongst
mostly visitors from the United States, of which
44% stayed within the period of 4-7 days for the
last quarter of 2017. This is followed by visitors
who stayed for 8-14 days and was most common
amongst visitors from the United Kingdom which
accounted for 48% of the visitors who stayed for
that period during the last quarter of 2017.

The Caribbean and the United Kingdom has the
largest proportions in the category 15+ days with
27% and 29% respectively.

Figure 3: Length of Stay (QTR4) 2017
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Purpose of Visit by Market

Figure 4 below shows that Vacation is the main
purpose of wvisit amongst 70.17% of all
passengers who travelled to Antigua & Barbuda
by air for the last quarter of 2017.

The United States and the United Kingdom, as
have the highest percentage of tourists who
travelled to Antigua & Barbuda for vacation with
35% and 33% respectively.

The United States and the Caribbean, as
displayed in figure 4 below, has the highest
percentage of visitors who travelled to Antigua &
Barbuda to visit friends and relatives

The last QTR of 2017 saw 30% of visitors from the
USA and 33% of visitors from other Caribbean
territories visiting the island for business
purposes while the UK and the rest of Europe
followed with 14% and 11% respectively.

Figure 4: Purpose of Visit (QTR4) 2017
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Figure 5 below compares the visitor arrivals for

Figure 5 below compares the visitor arrivals for
the fourth quarter of 2017 by all major source
markets for that period between the years 2016
and 2017.

The USA has maintained the position as the
leading source market for the last quarter of 2017
even though visitor arrivals from that market
experienced a 13% decrease when compared to
visitor arrivals from the market for 2016.

The UK market experienced a 14% decrease in
visitor arrivals when compared with the stats for
the same period of the previous year 2016. In the
last quarter of 2017, the Canadian market saw an
increase in arrivals during the period by 48%
when compared with the same period of the
previous year 2016.

Figure 5: Arrivals by Market (QTR4) 2017
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